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SUBJECT: US FORCE LEVELS IN THAILAND 

1. AT THAI INITIATIVE COMUSMACTHAI, GENERAL MELLEN, AND POMIL 
COUNSELOR MET NOVEMBER 27 WITH GENERAL KRIANGSAK, DEPUTY CHIEF OF 
STAFF SUPREME COMMAND, FOR FURTHER DISCUSSIONS REGARDING US FORCE 
LEVELS IN THAILAND. 

2. GENERAL KRIANGSAK OPENED THE DISCUSSION BY STATING THAT 

HE WAS UNDER PRESSURE TO SHOW PROGRESS IN THE MILITARY NEGOTIA- 
TIONS FROM TWO SIDES: (A) THE STUDENTS, INCLUDING A DELEGATION 
WHICH HAD CALLED ON HIM A FEW DAYS BEFORE, WHO REFLECTED AN 
APPARENTLY SINCERE FEAR THAT THE US MIGHT, THROUGH ITS MILITARY 
PRESENCE, EFFECT A "COUNTER REVOLUTION" WHICH WOULD RESTORE A 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT TO POWER IN THAILAND; AND (B) FROM THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND OTHER CIVILIAN AGENCIES REPRESENTED 
IN THE CABINET WHO DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE NEED TO RETAIN SUCH A 
HIGH LEVEL OF US FORCES. KRIANGSAK INDICATED THAT SOME TOKEN 
WITHDRAWALS AT LEAST WOULD BE A WELCOME PALLIATIVE TO DEFLECT 
THESE PRESSURES. 

3. KRIANGSAK STATED, HOWEVER, THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE US 

WAS NOT YET PREPARED TO WITHDRAW FORCES BECAUSE OF OUR CONTINUING 
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HE PROPOSED THAT WE AGAIN REVIEW TOGETHER THE MILITARY AND 
POLITICAL SITUATION IN INDOCHINA AND PROVIDE HIM A BASIS FOR 
REPORTING TO THE CABINET THAT THE DISCUSSIONS WERE CONTINUING AND 
THAT THE STRATEGIC SITUATION IN INDOCHINA STILL REQUIRED 
MAINTENANCE OF THE US FORCES AT THEIR PRESENT LEVELS. 

4. WE HAVE PROVIDED KRIANGSAK WITH CLASSIFIED INTELLIGENCE 
BRIEFS AND ASSESSMENTS FOR HIS USE IN PREPARING SUCH A REPORT, 
WHICH WE EXPECT WOULD GO TO CABINET AS EARLY AS DECEMBER 4. 

WE WOULD ALSO EXPECT THAT RTG 

SPOKESMEN MAY CONFIRM PUBLICLY THE 
FACT OF THIS MEETING AT SOME POINT. 

5. TO SUPPORT PREVIOUS RTG STATEMENTS THAT DISCUSSIONS ARE 
CONTINUING, IT WAS ALSO AGREED TO CONSIDER THE NOVEMBER 27 
MEETING THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE CURRENT DISCUSSIONS ON FORCE 
LEVELS WHICH BEGAN WITH THE HIGHLY PUBLICIZED MEETING ON 
AUGUST 24 AND FOLLOW-UP SESSION ON SEPTEMBER 4, AND INCLUDED 
SUBSEQUENT LOWER VISIBILITY MEETINGS. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS 
NOT BEEN REPRESENTED AT ANY OF THE SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN COMUSMACTHAI AND/OR POMIL COUNSELOR AND GENERAL 
KRIANGSAK ON FORCE LEVELS. 
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